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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/508,962 



Examiner 
Tho D. Ta 



tpplicant(s) 

NOZICK, JACQUES 



Art Unit 

2833 



-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 May 2000 . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1-10 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)[>3 The drawing(s) filed on 19 May 2000 is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved £>)□ disapproved. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

1 3) £3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d). 

a)D All b)D Some * c)(3 None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been: 

1. (S1 received. 

2. D received in Application No. (Series Code / Serial Number) . 

3. D received in this National Stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. & 119(e). 



Attachment! s) 

15) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) 0 Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17) (3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 4 . 



18) EH Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

19) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

20) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 3-98) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in France on 09/22/97. It is noted, however, that applicant has not filed 
.a certified copy of the original foreign application as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b). 

Drawings 

2. Any portions of the drawings in section and made of an insulative material must 
be crosshatched accordingly. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shail conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the pair of wires" in line 10, There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 presents limitation not illustrated or disclosed such that the claims may 
be considered indefinite. It is unclear as to what "three dimensions" are actually 
referred to. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by McCleerey 
(5,041,009) 

In regard to claim 1, McCleerey discloses an outlet (10) comprising: an outlet 
base (20) provided with contact pins (16) to which a plug can be connected; and a rear 
cap (56) that can be mounted on the rear of the outlet base (20), which cap (56), on 
being fixed to the base (20), establishes the electrical contact between the conductor 
wires (48) of a connection cable (46) and the contact pins (16) of the base (20), the cap 
(56) being provided with wire-pair guides (82) making it possible to position the pairs of 
wires (31 , 32) in three dimensions (top, side and botom surfaces of cap 56) so that they 
are connected electrically to the contact pins (16) on fixing the cap (156 to the base - 
(20); the outlet being characterized in that each wire-pair guide (82) makes an angle 
such as to form an edge (corner of the top surface and side surface of cap shown in fig. 
1 ) on which the respective wire forms a locking fold. 

The recitation that the outlet is a low-current outlet has not been given patentable 
weight because it has been held that a preamble is denied the effect of a limitation 
where the claim is drawn to a structure and the portion of the claim following the 
preamble is a self-contained description of the structure not depending for 
completeness upon the introductory clause. Kropa v. Robie, 88 USPQ 478 (CCPA 
1951). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



7. Claims 2-10 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: In regard to claim 2, the prior art of record fails to provide or suggest that each 
wire guide serves to guide one pair of wires. In regard to claim 3, the prior art of record 
fails to provide or suggest each wire-pair guide comprises a common guide duct that is 
common to the pair of wires , and two locking channels for respective ones of the wires 
of the pair. In regard to claim 8, the prior art of record fails to provide or suggest the 
wire guides are isolated electromagnetically from one another by a cross-shaped 
screening device which extends beyond the electrical contact between the wires and 
the outlet base. In regard to claim 10, the prior art of record fails to provide or suggest 
the cap is provided with a drain wire guide that enables the drain wire to be grounded 
on fixing the cap to the base. 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tho D. Ta whose telephone number is (703) 308-0800. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:30). 



Conclusion 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on (703) 308-2319. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
308-7722 for regular communications and (703) 308-7724 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1782. 
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